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^j. (57) Abstract: There is provided a voice/musical sound encoding device capable of performing a high-quality encoding by perform- 
£^ ing vector quantization by considering the human hearing characteristics. In this voice/musical sound encoding device, an orthogonal 
If) conversion unit (201) converts a voice/musical sound signal from a time component to a frequency component. A hearing masking 

characteristic value calculation unit (203) calculates a hearing masking characteristic value from the voice/musical sound signal. 
^£ According to the hearing masking characteristic value, a vector quantization unit (202) performs vector quantization by changing the 

method for calculating the distance between the code vector obtained from a predetermined code book and the frequency component. 
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